
Microsoft Fabric

This presentation is the property of Microsoft and is intended for informational and educational purposes only. You may use, copy, and distribute this 

presentation for your personal, non-commercial purposes. You may not modify, alter, or create derivative works from this presentation without the 

prior written consent of Microsoft. You may not use this presentation to misrepresent, defame, or disparage Microsoft or its products, services, or 

affiliates. You may not use this presentation to endorse or promote any other products, services, or organizations without the prior written consent 

of Microsoft.

By using this presentation, you agree to abide by these terms. If you do not agree, you must not use this presentation. Microsoft reserves the right to 

change these terms and conditions at any time without notice. Microsoft disclaims any and all warranties, express or implied, relating to this 

presentation, including but not limited to the accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or suitability of the information contained herein. Microsoft is not 

liable for any damages, losses, or liabilities arising from your use of or reliance on this presentation.

Please review the terms of use posted in the content library.



ATLANTA26 JOIN THE
CONVERSATION

#FABCONSQLCON26

SSMS 22 Unlocked:
Features You’ve Been 
Waiting For

Makena Barickman
mbarickman@microsoft.com

Erin Stellato
erinstellato@microsoft.com



ATLANTA26 JOIN THE
CONVERSATION

#FABCONSQLCON26

Abstract

SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) saw more 
updates in the last two years than a developer makes 
before release day. Missed them? Don't worry! 

We’ll showcase SSMS 22 from the installer to AI features 
and everything in between. Expect a whirlwind tour with 
demos including the new connection dialog, SQL Projects 
enhancements, the Query Hint tool, and editor and 
results grid improvements.
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SSMS Feedback

Now on DevCom!​

aka.ms/ssms-feedback​

Log requests and bugs​

Upload logs, images and 
engage with the team
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Send feedback directly from SSMS
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Introducing SQL Server Management Studio 22

SQL Server 2025
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Installing SSMS 22: VS Installer



ATLANTA26 JOIN THE
CONVERSATION

#FABCONSQLCON26

Installing SSMS 22: optional workloads
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New Connection Dialog
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Group By Schema
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Export Results
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Query Hint Recommendation Tool
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SQL Projects
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GitHub Copilot in SSMS

Chat
 Attach files
Code Completions
Database instructions
Database constitution
Custom instructions
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Other improvements you might have missed…

Visual Studio 2026
Windows ARM64 support
New themes
Open an execution plan in a new tab
Zoom results grid
Improved startup time (22.4.1)
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…and just in case you skipped SSMS 21

64-bit support
Git integration
Initial dark theme support
Improved Azure authentication experience
New Database Scoped Configuration settings page
Always Encrypted Assessment
Markdown viewer
Rename tabs
Initial support for SQL 2025



The week ahead
#SQLCON

SQL Performance Supercharged: 

Strategies for Azure SQL 

Performance Optimization

Performance Monitoring for 

SQL, From Ground to Cloud

SQL Server 2025 is the AI-ready 

Enterprise Database

Build Secure, Scalable AI 

Applications with Azure SQL 

Database Hyperscale 

SSMS 22 Unlocked: Features 

You’ve Been Waiting For

Simplify Management of Hybrid 

and Multi-Cloud SQL Server 

using Azure Arc

New in Modern Developer 

Experiences in SQL

Elevate SQL Development with 

VS Code, GitHub Copilot and 

Microsoft SQL Drivers

SQL + AI: Building Agentic Apps 

with SQL MCP Server + AI 

Foundry

Azure SQL MI Unleashed: Inside 

the Next Gen GP & What’s 

Coming Next

Batteries Included: SQL DevOps 

with SQL Projects

SQL Server in Azure Virtual 

Machine – Configuring for 

price-performance

When AI Meets Your Database: 

Securing Sensitive Data in Azure 

SQL in an AI-driven World

What’s New in the SQL Core 

Engine – the 2026 Edition

Building Trustworthy AI 

Applications with SQL: Ground 

to Cloud to Fabric

Hyperscale – the SQL Database 

for all Workloads

Unlock the Azure SQL 

Advantage with a Streamlined 

Migration Experience via Azure 

Arc and AI

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

SQL Database in Fabric: The 

Unified Database for AI Apps 

and Analytics

SQL Copilots Unveiled: 

Architecture, Workflows, and 

Use Cases

SQL vs. Fabric? Why Not Both! A 

Practical and Entertaining Guide 

for All



What’s new in Microsoft SQL @SQLCon

All items GA unless denoted * (Public Preview), ** (Private Preview)

Migrate and Modernize Cloud-Native Unify your Data Platform

Assessment + Migration

• Azure SQL VM migration support with Arc

• SSMA Sybase to SQL with Copilot

• Fabric migration experience to Fabric SQL Database*

• Register and inventory multiple instances and databases*

• SQL Server 2025 update policy for Azure SQL Managed Instance

• Azure SQL Managed Instance Link

– Multi-DB migration**

– Simplified MI Link creation experience

• Change Event Streaming for SQL Managed Instance

• Private subnets support

Linux
• Bulk admin role*

• Adutil packages for Ubuntu 24.04 and RHEL 10

• SQL Server 2025 for Ubuntu 24.04 and RHEL 10

• DMV parity

• Pacemaker HA persistent agent service*

Monitoring 
• Access performance data via ADX, at-scale monitoring*

• Resource-specific performance dashboard

• New Query Editor experience in Azure*

AI 

• SQL MCP Server via Data API builder*

• DML on VECTOR INDEXed tables*

• Iterative Filtering for Vector Indexes with TOP APPROXIMATE*

• Improved CREATE VECTOR INDEX performance*

Security & Enterprise
• TDE Versionless key support*

• Entra principals for login creation 

• Private subnet support 

• Terraform SQL API coverage

Performance
• 160 and 192 v-Core support*

• Load balancing for named replicas**

• Automatic index compaction*

SQL database in Fabric enterprise readiness
• Migration to SQL databases*

• Configure database-level v-Core limits*

• Custom table selection for mirroring*

• List and restore deleted database*

• All collations support*

• Full text support*

• Customer-Managed Keys 

• Auditing

• Dynamic Data Masking

• Perf dashboard/Workspace Monitoring**

• Azure SQL Database ALTER DATABASE parity*

• Open SQL Project from Fabric in SSMS*

• Pre/post update/deployment actions*

Mirroring

• Support for mirroring >500 tables

Tools + SDKs

VS Code MSSQL extension
• Application quickstart with GitHub Copilot*, 

including design schema and data API

• Query Profiler*

• Edit Data

• DACPAC Import/Export

• SQL Notebooks*

• Expanded SQL Project item templates

• Fabric SQL browse and create Drivers & SDKs

• Python Bulk Copy support

• PHP 8.4 + 8.5

• SQLClient 7.0

• JDBC 13.4

• Django 6.0

SSMS 22

• GitHub Copilot 

• Code completions and 

database instructions

• SQL Projects*

• Export to JSON, XML, Excel

• Group by schema
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Sound off. 
The mic is all yours.
Influence the product roadmap. 

Join the Fabric User Panel 

Share your feedback directly with our 
Fabric product group and researchers. 

https://aka.ms/JoinFabricUserPanel

Join the SQL User Panel

Influence our SQL roadmap and ensure 
it meets your real-life needs

https://aka.ms/JoinSQLUserPanel 
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Thank you!
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Sound off. 
The mic is all yours.
Influence the product roadmap. 

Join the Fabric User Panel 

Share your feedback directly with our 
Fabric product group and researchers. 

https://aka.ms/JoinFabricUserPanel

Join the SQL User Panel

Influence our SQL roadmap and ensure 
it meets your real-life needs

https://aka.ms/JoinSQLUserPanel
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How was 
the session? 

Complete Session Surveys in 
                for your chance to WIN 

PRIZES!
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